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PREFACE. 



The writings here reprinted bear upon the Religious Question : 
they contain the profound convictions of one who has ever believed 
and said, that all the great questions which agitate the world re- 
solve themselves into a religious question. Those who know that 
in all times of moral and intellectual crisis, the men who consult 
their inmost conscience, and say aloud without regard to the 
powers and prejudices of the day what they believe in their 
hearts, have always been calumniated, will not be arrested by the 
abuse of a few journalists, the old echo of a dying past, who accuse 
the men of the national Italian party of being unbelievers, atheists, 
abettors of disorder for the love of disorder. They will read 
and judge for themselves. They will see, from the pages here re- 
produced dating from 1832, or elsewhere, that we have not waited 
for favourable circumstances, for the sympathy which the impru- 
dence of our enemies has excited in our behalf, to express our 
thoughts, or to attack that which we thought it our duty to 
attack. They will see also that we have not kept back one iota of 
our religious faith from those who are enlisted under the same 
political banner — that we have never sacrificed our conscience to 
the immediate object of our efforts, to the desire of increasing our 
ranks. They will comprehend that if our opinions be erroneous, 
they are at least serious ; and they will feel the necessity, the duty 
of judging them seriously. In the silence to which Italy is con- 
demned — a silence which she can only break by revolutions — 
these opinions have a collective importance ; they are not alone 
the barren thought of an individual ; they are the echo of the 
thoiu^ which is now subterraneously fermenting in the Italian 
masses; they h^ve received their first consecration in Rome and 

in Venice. 
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When young Italy raised her banner, now nearly twenty years 
ago, two elements predominated in Italy : superstition and nfiate- 
rialisra. Superstition was the habit of a part of the population, 
to which all light, all education was forbidden, which was led 
astray by a traditional religious sentiment conceived in the nar- 
rowest spirit, and which, deprived of every motive of action, of 
all consciousness of the true life of citizens, clung with a kind of 
despair to a heaven little understood. Materialism was the neural 
reaction of those who had been able to emancipate themselves 
from the abject spectacle which religion offered, from the brutal 
yoke that it was wished to impose upon their intelligence. It was 
said to them, Believe all that we affirm : they replied by denying 
all. Luther compared the human mind to a drunken peasant 
upon horseback, leaning over on one side, and who falls on the 
other, when you seek to set him upright. Many peoples have 
passed through a similar experience. Young Italy rejected at once 
and equally, materialism and superstition. It declared that irjj ! 
order to acquire the strength necessary to become a nation, Italy 
must emancipate herself at the same time from the old Catholic 
belief, and from the materialism of the eighteenth century. The 
first gave a pretended divine sanction to immobility ; the second, 
dried up the sources of faith, and must necessarily end in destroy- \ 
ing the idea of duty, and in leaving nothing for the object of 
human worship, but right and enjoyment. We wished to march . 
with the world, as is the will of God, the Life eternal. We did 
not wish to combat in order to conquer the satisfaction of certain 
appetites, panem et circenses^ but for something more elevated, 
the dignity, the sacred liberty of the human soul, its development 
in love, a mission upon earth for our own and for our brethren's 
good. '* 

It is not for me to give here an exposition of the complete doc- tp^ 
trines of young Italy ; but I hold it important to prove, that our 
language to-day is the same as that of twenty years ago. We 
have never deviated from it. Now as then, my predominating 
idea, and the vital thought of all our labours, is this: a fatal 
separation has been established between religious and political 
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belief, between heaven and earth ; this is why we wander groping 
from one crisis to another, from convulsive movement to convul- 
sive movement; without succeeding, without finding peace. It 
is necessary to re- unite earth to heaven, politics to the eternal 
principles which should direct them ; nothing great or durable 
can be done without that. God, Religion ; the People, Liberty 
in Love ; these two words, which as individuals we inscribed on 
our banner in 1831, and which afterwards — significant pheno- 
menon — became the formula of all the decrees of Venice and of 
Bome, sum up all for which we have combatted, all for which we 
will combat unto victory. The people of Italy instinctively com- 
prehended this idea. Young Italy became rapidly powerful. A 
gradual transformation was efi'ected in a portion of its enlightened 
youth ; which became, I will not say the most devoted, but the 
most constant in devotion, to their country. Two or three years 
of struggle and suffering suffice to exhaust the strength when the 
inspiring sentiment is only one of reaction, of indignation against 
oppression : a whole life is not too much for the realization of a 
thought which seeks to reunite earth to heaven. 

The party which in Italy has assumed the title of moderate, 
came across our path. Imbued with a badly-disguised mate- 
rialism, springing up in the shadow of courts which have no other 
faith than that of power at any price, this party has no helief^ it 
has only opinioTis. Adopting and abandoning them with the 
same ease, it accommodates itself to everything in turn ; princes, 
republics, concessions, popular insurrections, truth and falsehood. 
It creates nothing ; it cannot create anything ; it seeks strength, 
material strength, and worships it wherever it is found, and what- 
ever name it may bear. It has called itself opportuniste. At 
the present time it is warring against the priests in Piedmont, for 
the service of royalty ; it would do the same thing to-morrow 
against princes, in the name of the Pope, should the Pope re- 
commence a career of concessions. In reality, the " moderates" 
believe neither in princes nor in the Pope, nor in the people ; 
they believe in their own coterie, in their small conceptions, in 
their personal influence. They have neither a grand idea nor a 
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great sentiment. They consequently follow, and do not initiate. 
When Charles Albert, whom they despised, manifested a weak 
ambition, which appeared to them capable of serving their designs? 
they proclaimed him the first man of Italy. When Pius IX., 
in whom as Pope they do not believe, appeared under a semblance 
of liberalism, they wrote volumes to prove that Papacy was to 
regenerate the whole world. And now, even since the affairs of 
Rome, they do not dream of saying to the Pope : you are a False- 
hood — descend ; they venture only to combat his temporal autho- 
rity ; but prostrate themselves at the same time, hypocritically, 
before the spiritual authority of the father of believers. What 
can Italy or the world hope for from such men, and from such a 
policy ? 

This policy has come to us from Machiavelli. But with Machia- 
velli it was not theory, but history. He lived in a period of ruin 
and dissolution ; liberty had perished everywhere ; the last spark 
was being extinguished in Florence ; the Pope and the Emperor 
having at last coalesced, after their struggle of ages, had vowed to 
spread darkness over all Italy. Corruption had descended from 
Courts to the middle ranks of society. Cramped by the iron hand 
of the foreigner, the national genius was gradually disappearing, 
and the efforts of the giant Michael Angelo and of his great contem- 
poraries, appeared only likely to result in immobilizing it in stone 
or on the canvass, by raising to it a magnificent monument, which 
might serve it for a tomb. Military valour no longer served as a 
buckler to a free state ; it exhibited itself in the chiefs of bands, 
without country, without faith, who sold their talents and their 
soldiers to the highest bidder. Poor Machiavelli, after having 
endeavoured to struggle, after having in his own person, protested 
in prison, and under torture, seated himself in sorrow upon this 
great ruin, and described after the manner of an epitaph, the 
causes which had occasioned it. He used the scalpel of the anato- 
mist upon the corpse, and made of his books a long report of his 
work of dissection. And now, these men would inscribe the 
device of death upon the cradle of a new life. After more than three 
centuries of that latent renovating transformation, which men call 
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death or sleep, Italy is breaking the stone of her tomb, stirring in 
all her limbs, making of her winding-sheet a banner of insurrec- 
tion ; and instead of bending the knee before a nation's awakening, 
instead of crying to it in enthusiasm, in the name of God and the 
people, strengthen thyself for a supreme effort, and arise, they come 
coldly and pedantically to read to it a chapter of Machiavelli. 
Oh ! that it had at least been that one in which he says to his 
country, " Thou wilt never again have life, except by unity ; and 
thou vsHt never have unity, except by abolishing the papacy^'' But 
they dare not. They would steal, unperceived, some fragments of 
liberty, without teaching to the people the knowledge of them 
or the right to them ; they wage a petty war, which will have 
a speedy end, against the priests, without daring to go to the 
source of the corruption of the priests ; without daring to say 
aloud : Liberty is the right and the duty of the human soul; he who 
pretends to enslave the conscience, must desire to enchain the body. 
Strange, that this is the party which in England, in this ancient 
land of liberty and of good sense^ finds favour ; whilst the popular 
party, the logical party, the openly and honestly emancipatory 
party is coldly received. A few vain good wishes, and a number 
of injurious suspicions, behold all the part that England has as yet 
borne in- a question which is pregnant with the liberty of the world 
— the Italian question. The cause — I say it here frankly, and at 
once — is that the religious sentiment is expiring in England, and 
that, whilst the form remains intact, the foundation is being 
undermined and corrupted. The unity of the religious principle 
of the Reformation has disappeared. The divorce, of which I 
spoke above, between earth and heaven, has been accomplished 
in England as elsewhere ; and it is because this separation has 
taken place, that Catholicism gains ground upon Protestantism. 

Let me explain my thought. 

A mighty question is now being agitated in Europe, between 
two principles which have divided the world since its creation; 
and these two principles are liberty and authority. The human 
mind desires to progress according to its own light, not by favour 
of concession, but by virtue of the law of its own life. Authority 
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says to it : rest where thou art : I alone strike the hour of 
the march; when I am silent everything should rest , for all pro- 
gress which is accomplished without me and beyond me, is im- 
pious. The human mind interrogates itself : it feels its own right 
and power ; it finds that the germ of progess is in itself, that 
strength and right come to it from God, and not from an inter- 
mediate power coming between itself and God, as if charged to 
lead it. Hence springs revolt and resistance, and hence the ano- 
malous situatiou of Europe. The conscience of. the human race 
is struggling with tradition, which desires to enchain it ; the 
future and the past dispute for the collective life of humanity, 
and for that of the individual. Every man who in these struggles, 
ever stifled yet ever re-appearing, in this series of manifestations 
and violent repressions which have constituted European history 
for two-thirds of a century, sees only the action of some turbulent 
factions, or the result of some accidental or material causes, as a 
deficit, a famine, a secret conspiracy or cabinet intrigue, under- 
stands nothing of the facts of history, nothing of the laws of 
which, by those facts, history becomes the expression. And he 
who in the great questions of the suffrage, of proletarian emanci- 
pation, and of nationality, sees nothing but the subjects of poli- 
tical discussion, having no connection with the religious idea, 
with the providential development of humanity, understands 
neither man nor God, and degrades to the proportions of a pigmy 
intelligence, a battle of giants, of which the stake is a step in 
advance in the universal education of mankind, or a step back- 
ward towards the world which we had believed to have ended with 
the middle ages. 

Between the two great armies which sustain the combat, 
marauders, free corps, have undoubtedly introduced themselves 
and falsified its character ; between the two doctrines represented 
in the two camps, a multitude of exaggerations, of dangerous 
Utopias, of false and immoral philosophies have come to throw 
trouble and alarm in men'*s minds. 

It matters little. The real question remains as I have stated 
it. All these irregular Cossack-like movements will disappear, as 
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the sharp-shooters of an army, when the hour arrives for the 
masses to begin to move. It matters little also for what I now 
desire to say, whether the result of the struggle ought to be, as 
some imagine, the absolute abolition of the principle of authority 
and the pure and simple enthronement of liberty ; or, whether, as 
I believe, the future holds in reserve a great collective religious 
manifestation* in which the two terms, authority and liberty, tra- 
dition and individual conscience will both be recognised as essential 
elements to the normal development of life, and harmonising 
together in one whole, will be at once the safeguard of belief and 
progress. What is certain is that transformation implies death, 
and that the new authority can never be founded until after the 
complete overthrow of that which now exists. 

The destruction of authority such as it now exists ; the procla- 
mation of human liberty, whether as a means or as the end, — 
this is the problem which Europe has now to solve. Right or wrong, 
the human mind believes that it sees a glimpse of new destinies, 
of a new heaven ; and in order to prepare itself to realise them, 
it claims its independence, it desires to interrogate humanity upon 
what it believes, upon what it expects, and hopes ; it desires to 
pass under revision the laws of life, and of its being ; — old authority 
would forbid the attempt. 

The question is a vital one ; and one would have thought it 
impossible that there should exist a single people, or a single man, 
who did not feel the necessity of deciding between the two camps, 
and of giving to one or the other his name an^ his active adhesion. 
And nevertheless it is not so. The solidarity of all in support of 
the principle in which they believe is only understood on one 
side. And this side, with shame be it said, is that of old 
authority. 

All the powers whose rallying cry is authority^ are allied for 
the defensive and for the offensive; they fulfil amongst each 
other the duties of fraternity ; when one is attacked, the others fly 
to its aid ; in time of peace, an universal propaganda rallies the 
means of all. They have a plan, a combined action, and a visible 
symbol^ihe Pope. They do not believe in him ; but they feel 
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the want of a common standard, and they support him. Schis- 
matics, orthodox believers, materialists, all those who deny the 
liberty of the human conscience and its manifestation by acts, 
join hands around his throne. 

It is not thus with the powers, with the nations whose rallying 
cry is Liberty, They may have brothers in their ideal sphere ; 
they have none upon the field of reality. Each sustains, defends 
what he has been able to conquer of liberty for himself; no one 
exerts himself for the triumph of the principle elsewhere. The 
life of G-od is only sacred to them so far as it is diffused in their 
own sphere ; beyond their own frontiers it becomes indifferent to 
them : they abandon it to chance, they deliver it over to the 
enemy. No protection is afforded to the peoples which are tor- 
tured and destroyed, no hindrance is offered to the hostile forces 
which stifle life in its cradle, or prevent the truth from manifest- 
ing itself. To the cry of Authority emry where and for all, they 
oppose that of : Liberty for those who possess it. To the insolent 
audacious intervention exercised by the other camp, they reply : 
Newtrality^ non-intervention, not for all, — for they do nothing to 
prevent the intervention of others — ^but for themselves. Austria 
and France intervene in Italy ; Prussia in the states of Germany, 
Russia in Hungary. England, the United States, Switzerland, 
cross their arms, and silently aid the triumph, which they believe 
to be iniquitous, of old authority over Liberty. Like Pilate, 
they wash their hands of the blood of the just — they would reply 
to God with the answer of Cain — Am I then my brothen^s keeper ? 

A peoj^le, the Italian people, rises up. It goes straight to the 
heart of the question, to the palladium of the enemy^s camp. It 
proposes to cut the knot, to emancipate the world, to end the 
struggle for all by a single blow. Authority has its seat, its 
source, its radiating centre at Some. Authority pretends that it 
lives in the love of all, that it is sanctified by universal consent, 
that a factious minority is all that opposes it. Italy proves in- 
disputably the reverse. It unites, it interrogates publicly, peace- 
fully, the wishes of men in the very place where Authority has 

9(rays reigned without opposition, where it has been able to 
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sedace, mislead^ and corrupt at its pleasure. An unanimous 
voice replies : The Authority which governs us is a Falsehood ; it 
is not worthy to guide m : the Pope is no longer our head ; we 
appeal to God, to liberty, and to our conscience. The royalty 
of the Pope,-— all that could be abolished by decree — is abolished/ 
The Pope flees. 

A banner bearing these principle-involving and eternal words, 
Ood and the people, floats above the Vatican. Not a man raises 
his hand to protest in favour of the Pope ; not a man bends the 
knee before the bulls of excommunication hurled from Gaeta. 
And to this demonstration, for the benefit of the world"*s cause, 
on the part of a people which has always served this cause, how 
has Protestantism replied ? How has England replied ? What 
has been done to save this people, when, in defiance of all right, 
and without the smallest provocation, four governments leagued 
together to crush it, and sent their armies to tear down by brute 
force the sacred banner of liberty of conscience ? 

There exists great agitation at the present moment in Protestant 
England on account of the attempted encroachments of Catho- 
licism. Think you that these attempts would have taken place if 
the people's banner were still floating at Rome. Think you that 
the Pope would have sent his Catholic hierarchy from Gaeta ? 

Papacy excluded from Rome, is, it is well known, Papacy 
excluded from Italy. Papacy excluded from Italy, is Papacy 
excluded from Europe. Place the Pope at Lyons or Seville — he 
will no longer be Pope ; he will only be a dethroned king. 

Protestantism has not understood this : there is so little 
remaining of the deep conviction, so little of the enthusiasm 
which produced the Reformation, that before the great question 
in dispute at Rome, it assumed a sceptical position : it contented 
itself by asking whether such or such a man governing in that 
city belonged to one political school or another, whether he was a 
partizan of a system of terror or of justice ; it entered into a 
polemic with respect to individuals ; the work, the providential 
work, which was being accomplished there by instruments destined, 
whatever might be their character, to disappear the day aft«- 
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completely escaped its notice. And when Austrians, Neapolitans, 
and Frenchmen marched against Borne it could not summon up 
suflScient energy to say : Stop — a question of religious faith is 
there at issue, and we uill not allow it to he decided by brute 
force. And yet we gave it suflScient time J;o pronounce this pro- 
hibition. 

Protestantism has thus given to the world, I repeat it, a strik- 
ing demonstration of want of power, of decay. It will expiate it 
bitterly, if it does not hasten to repair the mistake it has com- 
mitted. 

Faith begets faith. You cannot expect that men should believe 
in yours, when they see that it does not furnish you with the con- 
sciousness of a right, or the feeling of a duty to fulfil. You 
have looked on with indiflference whilst the liberty of the human 
soul was being crushed beyond your gates ; you will be thought 
little worthy of defending it within. 

Faith is also wanting to the Pope; but he has something 
which replaces it in the eyes of the world : he has the audacity, 
the obstinacy, and the unscrupulous logic of his false principle. 
He attacks ; you fortify yourselves for defence : he advances 
ever, with the continuous motion of the serpent ; you move by 
fits and starts under the impulse of fear : he says, Servitude for 
all ; you say. Liberty for us alone. You will not have it ; or 
rather, you already have it not. You are slaves by all the 
slavery of your brethren. Hence it is that your contracted inspi- 
ration no longer fecundates the souls of men. There is no religion 
without faith in the solidarity of the human race. 

I have here said what is to me, the touch-stone of every faith. 
When any one says to me : Behold a good man^ I ask, how many 
souls has he saved f When any one says to me : Behold a religious 
people^ I inquire what it has done and suffered to bring humanity 
to its belief. 

It is to man^ and not to a certain number of men, that God has 
given life, the sun, the fruits of the earth, his law, and the capa- 
bility of comprehending and of obeying it. It was for all men 
that Jesus died upon the Gross. And you who honour the name 
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of God, and murmur unceasingly the name of Christ, what have 
you given, what do you give for all men ? For whom do you die, 
for whom do you dare martyrdom ? By what do you render 
testimony to the unity of the human race, of which you are only 
a member. What work of education do you accomplish upon 
earth ? You found establishments for" the sale of Bibles, you 
smuggle the divine word across forbidden frontiers ; but know 
you not that the foundation, the commencement of all education 
is Liberty ? Have you so completely lost the spirit, are you so 
blind to all but the dead letter of the law, as not to know that it 
is to man that God allotted the gift of understanding and of inter- 
preting his will, and that the slave is not a man, but the form, 
the material part of man alone. 

And here recurs to me the idea which I expressed above upon 
the unholy divorce which has taken place between earth and 
heaven. This divorce is one of the characteristics of the existing 
Protestant agitation, and it stamps upon it another marked 
inferiority as compared with the Catholic propaganda. 

Man is one : created in the image of God, he thinks and acts. 
Thought, Action, and that which causes him to translate his 
Thought in action, Love ; behold his Trinity, the reflection of 
that mysterious Trinity which lives in God. He who has not the 
conception or the feeling of this Unity — he who would destroy it 
by dividing faith from works, thought from action^ the moral from 
the practical or the political man, is not truly religious. He would 
break the chain which attaches earth to heaven. 

Earth and heaven, are for me, the lowest and the highest 
steps of the ladder of human progress. Man is placed upon 
earth not to vegetate, not to expiate, not to contemplate ; but 
to progress ; to walk in the path of life according to the law of 
which God has placed the germ in his heart, to accomplish his 
own education, and that of others, according to the providential 
design, to manifest, to practice his belief. The amount and the 
endurance of this manifestation are the measure of his respon- 
sibility fulfilled, of which liberty is the sine qud non. Thought 
completes itself in action; faith in works. God thinks only in 
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working. With us weak beings this identification of thought and 
action can only be obtained step by step, through labour, suffering, 
and self-sacrifice. But there is the object of this our earthly life ; 
and it is faith which gives us strength to attain it. I can con- 
ceive religion in no other manner. It teaches us to do the will of 
God on earth, as it is done in heaven. It is supreme. It gives 
the law^ the principles which political action ought to realise. 

This unity of man has been felt by the Pope ; and, therefore, 
whenever it is claimed by men, he evinces that antagonism, of 
which the following pages upon the Encyclica will be found to 
speak ; the very foundation of his doctrine implies it. Pope and 
King are indissolubly connected : the one completes and defends 
the other. The Pope says : ""^ Be syiservient to my word in aU 
that concerns the things of hea/oefnP The King says : " Be subser- 
vient to my word in all that concerns the things of earth.*' They 
make use by turns of excommunication and bombardment, of the 
priest and of the executioner./ 

The Protestantism of to-day denies human unity, the link 
between earth and heaven. It pretends to emancipate thought, 
whilst leaving action submissive and enslaved. It would join 
conscience and servitude, slavery and liberty. No possible success 
can await on its propaganda. t 

I have read the writings of the men who protest against the 
encroachments of Oatholi^ Bome; I have hearkened to the 
speeches uttered by them in their meetings. I have not met with 
a single expression of sympathy for the Rome of the People and 
for Liberty, not a single prayer for the emancipation of Italy from 
the chains which forbid her all movement, all spiritual education. 
We have nothing to do, they say, with political questions. Is it 
then by leaving man in the hands of his oppressors that you 
would elevate and emancipate his soul t Is it by leaving erect 
the Idol of blind Force, in the service of Imposture, that you 
think to raise in the human soul an altar to the God of a free 
conscience ! Moses broke the idols to pieces ; he knew well that 
whilst the idols existed there would ever be idolaters. 

Every so-called religious i^tation against Papacy will be vain, 
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which does not take in hand the Italian political question. Whilst 
the Pope possesses Italy, he will have a footing in every part of 
Europe. It is the Italian nation alone that can annihilate 
Papacy. Would you introduce the light and air of heaven within 
our prison i Help us to break open its gates, to throw down its 
walls ; and the air and the light of God will pour in to 
invigorate, and enlighten us. Help us to reconquer liberty of 
speech : you will find that our first word will be liberty of con- 
science. Petition your government, not to arrest the progress of 
Catholicism amongst yourselves, — ^how can it attempt to do so, — 
but remembering for once at least that England also has rights 
and duties in Europe, to put a stop to the prolonged scandal of a 
foreign occupation of Eome ; and be sure that twenty-four hours 
after our deliverance, the Pope shall flee towards Gaeta and soon 
much farther than Gaeta. 

All agitation which does not make this its object will be vain ; 
not only because Italy bound, gagged, with the sword of the 
oppressor at her throat, cannot make any response or derive any 
advantage from the fraction of truth which may be therein con- 
tained, before she has broken that sword ; but also because it is 
immoral ; because it fails to recognise the unity of man ; because 
it betrays the sacred duty of rendering assistance to every victim of 
assassination ; and because it is in reality, I believe, a secret com- 
promise between lukewarm religious belief and political prejudices 
which it is feared to alarm. 

We have sometimes been asked, if when once emancipated, we 
should proclaim ourselves Protestants. It is not for individuals to 
reply. The country, free to interrogate itself, will follow the inspi- 
rations that God will send it. Religion is not a matter of contract ; 
and those who address such a question to us, can have but little 
faith in that which they profess to believe to be the truth. For 
myself, I would not bargain even for the liberty of my country, by 
profaning my soul with falsehood. But this, with my hand upon 
my heart, I can answer to them. 

Catholicism is dead. Religion is eternal. It will be the soul ; 
the thought of the new World. Every man bears an altar in his 
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own heart, upon which, whenever he invobes it in purity, enthu- 
siasm, and love, the truth of God descends. Conscience is sacred ; 
it is free. But truth is one, and faith may anticipate the time, 
when, from the free conscience of enlightened men; beneath the 
breath of God, shall be given forth a religious Harmony, more 
mighty, more potent in love and life, than any to which Humanity 
has yet lent ear. 

But in order that the death of Catholicism may be revealed to 
men, the air must circulate freely, and reach, in order to destroy, 
the corpse which stands as yet erect. In order that man may 
invoke with purity, enthusiasm, and love, the truth of GU)d, he 
must be emancipated from a state which teaches him immorality, 
egotism, hatred, and mistrust. And in order that truth may 
triumph over error, it must be free to proclaim itself in the full 
light of day. This consummation we can offer in exchange for the 
support which we demand. 

Joseph Mazzini. 
December^ 1850. 
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FROM THE POPE TO THE COUNCIL. 

^ {Extracted from the Italia del Popolo of September^ 1849.) 

The pages here subjoined were written by me, at the request of 
an Editor, and almost at the stroke of a pen, as far back as 1832. 
Prefixed to a few copies of a translation of Didier"*s work upon the 
Three Principles — they had little or no publicity. This, however, 
is not my reason for reprinting them. The reason is to be found 
in their date. Profoundly convinced that the religious question 
now calls imperiously for a solution; convinced that Papacy 
having abused its mission, which was already exhausted, for some 
four centuries, is now a corrupt institution and a mere mockery 
of religion ; convinced that, abandoned by its own faith and that 
of others, without inspiration, without understanding or love of 
humanity, without the power of infusing life in the coming gene- 
rations, demanding for themselves the food of the soul, Papacy 
reduced to a state of negation, can produce nothing henceforth but 
materialism, but a condition of society which it can dominate to 
tyranny, and the degrading worship of the mere interests of the 
shop ; convinced that the day has arrived for every honest man to 
break the guilty silence, and to say to it, as his conscience dictates 
— Thou art a falsehood condemned hy God and men : begone : we 
worship not phantoms ; — I am glad to be able to say to myself 
and to my readers, that my convictions date from seventeen years 
ago. Late events have confirmed, but have not inspired them. I 
know not what it is to be animated by revenge or reaction. Those 
men who, themselves deprived of all faith, cannot believe in that of 
others, the men who accused Lamennais of having abandoned the 
Papacy because a cardinal's hat had not been offered him, will say 
to us ; Your war against Papacy is an answer to the defeat of 

B 
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Rome. We point out, not to them, but to those who might 
believe in them, our opinions in 1832. Those opinions, conceived 
in the death-like repose of an exile imposed by a. Prince and not 
by the Pope, might err through audacity but not through anger. 
Even when we saw the bombs furrow the sky of Some, and foreign 
soldiers mount, as in the middle ages, to the assault of her walls, 
hewing down her valiant sons in the name of an institution in 
which they did not believe, we did not feel anger, but the deepest 
pity and grief ; pity for Pius who, not naturally bad, but misled by 
wicked men and by the vanity of princely dominion, will die with 
remorse In his soul ; grief that the papacy should not be able or 
willing to sink solemnly, like the sun in the immensity of the 
ocean, conscious of the religious transformation which Providence 
is maturing for humanity, and itself transmitting the connecting 
link and the initiating word to believers. But it seems to be 
decreed that great institutions at the expiration of the period of 
life allotted to them, should be extinguished in mire or in blood. 

It is over seventeen years since I wrote : " Italy, setting aside 
the great and important spectacle of a people aspiring to regain its 
unity, independence, and liberty, presents at the present time a 
phenomenon that merits the attention of all peoples, and of all 
those who watch with attention the progress of humanity. In the 
midst of all those efforts which spring i^p and die to be reproduced 
the day after, in the midst of that universal ferment which extends 
from the Alps to the Pharo, like a boiling spring, whose source is 
in the Roman soil, — a great fact, an European fact, is being accom- 
plished. There is something more in this land than an oppressed 
and excited ^population ; something more than a multitude desirous 
for the amelioration of its material condition ; something more 
than a few communes insisting upon their franchise. There is the 
development of a moral revolution, the manifestation of a moral . 
law, the proclamation of a principle of moral liberty. There is the 
human race at the gates of Bome, imperiously demanding its 
franchise. 

" Papacy is Expibing. — Papacy is Extinct." 

" The moral power of the papacy has long been dead in Europe. 
Luther destroyed it by withdrawing from it the north. It sufficed 
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for a single city to deny that power, and to be able to hold out in 
its denial, to stab it with a mortal wound^ and to show that Papacy 
had fulfilled its mission upon earth, and no longer corresponded to 
the wants and intellectual condition of humanity. 

" From the time when the power, whose fingers once ruled urbi 
et orb% saw its authority disputed over one-third of Europe, the 
death-struggle of Papacy commenced. Papacy is a religion, and 
the necessary characteristic of religious unity is universality. From 
that time forward power was wanting to Catholicism. Every Pope, 
upon ascending the throne, found the extent of his dominion 
diminished. It was like a territory whose shores are insensibly 
consumed by the ocean ; a flower which every breath of wind 
despoils. As if impelled by some powerful hand — by the hand of 
progressive civilization — princes, peoples, philosophers, sectarians, 
involuntarily or deliberately, conspired to overthrow the colossus 
whose head was in the clouds, and whose feet were of clay. To 
throw off the yoke of Rome was, towards the middle of the 
eighteenth century, the predominant idea of Italian and foreign 
governments. They considered themselves great and strong every 
time that they had resisted, and triumphed over the pretensions of 
Rome. 

'* Naples refused her tribute, violated prescribed rights, and 
commissioned writers to dispute the papal rights ; and if afterwards 
the Neapolitan government allowed the men, on whom it had im- 
posed this office, to be persecuted by priests and inquisitors, it was 
but the habit of tyranny, which avails itself of the instrument, 
and then destroys it ; but the fruits remained. Joseph II. in 
Germany, and Leopold in Italy, assailed Papacy with the energy 
of reform. The priest Ricci, and the synod of Pistioa, encouraged 
the emancipation. The Jansenists spread themselves everywhere, 
and endeavoured to recall the ancient religious severity of primitive 
Christianity. Voltaire published a crusade against Catholic Rome, 
and supported it, if not with profundity of thought and historical 
philosophy, yet with an activity and variety of arms which will 
long remain miraculous. Then the torrent broke forth : broke 
forth the revolutionary lava which swept from its throne the entire 
past. Then Napoleon, imprisoning the Pope, dragging him to 
Paris, threatening him, and transacting |>ofeVi(?a% with him, com- 
pleted the disgrace and abasement of Papacy. Afterwards, the 
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giant having fallen, and political inertia allowing the peaceful 
studies of philosophy to reappear, spiritualism and eclecticism arose: 
schools, which without denying the religious sentiment, did not 
recognize papacy as an essential element thereto. 

" In the entire Catholic world, De Maistre alone remained to the 
Pope : De Maistre, who made him the victim of a system logically 
deduced, joining with him the absolute king and the executioner ; 
Catholicism, despotism, and punishment of death the three bases, 
according to De Maistre, of society ; the three elements, in fact, 
of the old world, which the new one was destroying. To-day 
Catholicism is extinct ; it is necessary to repeat it, to repeat it to 
all, in order that they may direct their efforts to found a new 
unity. 

^^ Humanity has made a step in advance, and is seeking a new 
symbol. Attempts at new religions, ridiculous in themselves, yet 
shew that a void has been created. The few who have arisen to 
uphold the Catholic banner, endeavouring to associate it with a 
liberty of their own, betray their utter powerlessness to support it 
alone : eworj religion has had apostles, when it was dying ; but 
their lamentations are over a corpse. They deceived, and still 
deceive themselves as to the number of their followers, because 
some, the victory secure, may turn back to examine this symbol ; 
and they do not perceive that it is a poetical feeling towards a 
grand ruin, not a return of faith, which once extinguished is never 
renewed. The Avenir has ceased to appear : Lamennais, a man 
who perhaps would have been a Calvin, had he found Catholicism 
rooted and secure, is in Rome to behold the idol overthrown and 
to free himself from an illusion ; the European Remew languishes ; 
Chateaubriand is mute, and will remain so. Papacy is extinct ; a 
worn out form, preserved yet sometime for the veneration of the 
lovers of antiquity. The Pope, not being able to convince, puts to 
death. He protects his inviolability by armed ruffians. He defends 
the vicarship of Christ with Swiss and Austrian bayonets. No 
other roof now remains to him but the cupola of St. Peter ; and 
one day or other the banner of liberty waving from the temple 
shall drive him even from that asylum. Sash futile excommuni- 
cations only remain to him — old arms, worn out for three ages ; 
and he casts them about at random, like weapons abandoned by a 
flying man. 
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'* The destruction of the papacy was inevitable in the destinies 
of humanity, and reveals the action of a social element hitherto 
neglected, and which threatens to avenge itself; the popular ele- 
ment. Papacy was formerly a power, because it supported itself 
upon the people. It alone constituted a visible centre of associa- 
tion. It recognised, to a certain degree, the principle of capa- 
bility, excluding in the earlier times the aristocracy, opening the 
way to the man of the people, to the serf, to arrive at ecclesias- 
tical dignity. It waged war against feudalism ; war against 
princely power : it opposed the altar to the sceptre. Therefore 
the people in Italy were principally Guelph ; as in the rest of 
Europe they adhered to the throne, where the kings warred against 
the predominance of the seignorial element. After the death of 
Julius II., the last great Pope, when the pontiflFs perceived that 
the people began to feel itself powerful, and to look for the revealer 
of its doctrines elsewhere than in the Vatican, they leagued them- 
selves with the kings. This unequal alliance, contracted between 
the Guelph and Ghibelline principles, sworn enemies for ages, is 
the most convincing proof of the fall of papacy. But without 
this the destroying worm was already in the idol; the papacy/ 
received the germ of its own destruction, when it assumed and/ 
enlarged its temporal dominion. It is necessary for religions to 
hold themselves supreme in an intellectual and moral sphere. 
Contact with facts and material phenomena destroys them; taking 
away their prestige, and bringing before the multitude the meta- 
physical principle which shapes them, applied to the thousand 
cases which admit or call for examination. At the present time, 
the people is neither Guelph nor Ghibelline, but stands aloof, dis- 
trustful of both parties ; abhorring the one, abhorring and despising 
the other ; invoking the Moses who shall disclose to them the 
promised land. 

" And yet, Papacy still exists ; although worn out and under- 
mined on all sides, it exists, a pretext for the machinations of 
absolutist governments ; a visible centre for cunning and incapa- 
bility ; a loathsome symbol, but still keeping the field, and dis- 
puting the ground to those who would lay there the foundations 
oT another temple. Whilst . it remains, the shadow of the idol 
will always extend itself, because within that shade Jesuits, priests, 
and fanatics will shelter themselves to disturb the world : whilst 
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it remains, discord will exist between moral and material society, 
between right and fact, between the present and the imminent 
future. And the Papacy will exist until new-born Italy shall 
overthrow the seat on which it slumbers. In Italy, then, is the 
solution of the European question. To Italy belongs the high 
office of proclaiming the general emancipation, solemn and accom- 
plished. And Italy will fulfil the duty entrusted to her by civi- 
lization. Then the peoples shall hasten to gather round another 
principle. Then the south of Europe shall be placed in equili- 
brium with the north. 

" Awakened Italy shall enter into the European family. Ah ! 
how solemn her resurrection ! Three times has she awakened, 
since the fall of pagan Rome closed up the way of ancient 
civilization, and she became the cradle of the new. The first 
time a Word went forth from Italy, which substituted an Euro- 
pean spiritual unity for the triumph of material force. The second 
time she diffused over the world the example of civilization in 
arts and literature. The third time she will destroy with her 
powerful finger the symbol of the middle age, and will substitute 
social unity for the old spiritual unity. From Borne alone can 
come for the third time the word of modern unity ^ because from 
Rome alone can come the absolute destruction of the old unity. But 
— and this is addressed to ourselves — because catholic unity is 
/ extinct, because Papacy has finished its work, making of itself a 
/ mere prince and the servant of princes in an epoch fatal to 
\ \ princes, we must not conclude that religion is extinct, and that 
' henceforward political theories only are to rule humanity. Poli- 
tical theories have now more than ever need of a religious sanction. 
Without this they must be always uncertain, without a secure 
foundation, or firm support. The general will is a fitting founda- 
tion for governments ; but where the general principles which 
regulate the moral world are not evidenced in their acts, where 
they are not reduced to maxims, to recognized laws, there will 
never be a general will. The discovery of these principles and 
their inviolability, deduced from an origin superior to the power 
of the individual, is precisely the task of present civilization* 
And to this end should the efforts of all minds desirous of esta- 
blishing the social edifice upon a solid foundation be directed. 
*' Religion is eternal. Religion, superior to philosophy, — is the 
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bond that unites men in the communion of a recognised generating 
principle, and in the consciousness of a common tendency and 
mission ; it is the word which shall give to humanity a standard 
to raise up in the midst of the nations of the earth. 

" Religion is humanity. 

" Men have need of unity. Without unity progress is impossible. 
There may be movement, but it will not be uniform or concen- 
trated. In the beginning there will be disorder ; then opposition ; 
finally anarchy. Men cannot remain in a state of anarchy. 
When they are left to it, when the directing minds do not hasten 
to extinguish it by the revelation of moral principles, scepticism, 
materialism, and indifference to every thing but what relates to 
the individual is introduced into the struggle. Amongst us, the 
Catholic faith being shaken by the progress of intelligence, and 
the shafts of ridicule, men^s minds turned anxiously to reforms, 
to any doctrines that promised to substitute a new order of things 
for the one destroyed. Unfortunately, tyranny, remaining the 
mistress, forbad reforms ; forbad that new ways should be opened 
to the people, to gather round something of a positive nature. It 
followed, then, that men's minds being unsettled, failing to acquire 
the new word, and having lost the old, either took refuge again in 
superstition or adopted materialism ; and at the present time, 
consequently, there is a want of harmony between the multitude 
and the educated of the nation ; there is mistrust on one E^de, 
indifference upon the other. There is indifference, because 
materialism is not a belief, has no faith, has no consciousness of 
something better, recognises no mission — lives in itself, by itself, 
with itself — looks at facts and neglects principles — is an individual 
cold and calculating doctrine. With such a doctrine great peoples 
are not created, because great peoples are those who represent and 
develope an idea in humanity ; and materialism does not produce, 
but rather excludes every general idea^ making self-interest a law 
for every thing ; self-interest, which is an uncertain notion, differ- 
ing in every individual, changeable with years, with circumstances, 
with the accidents of climate, and with other physical causes. The 
consequences of this state of things in Italy are most evident to all. 

" There is no movement in literature, in the sciences; in the 
arts, in philosophy, in law. There is no political movement, save 
of a reactionary nature. 
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" Perhaps in religion as in politics, the age of the symbol is 
rapidly passing away, and a solemn manifestation may be near of 
the idea as yet hidden in that symbol. Perhaps the discovery of 
a new relation, that of the individual to humanity, may lay the 
foundation of a new religious bond ; as the relation of the indivi- 
dual with nature was the soul of paganism ; as the relation of the 
individual |With God has been the soul of actual Christianity. 
But whatever may be in store for the future, whatever new revela- 
tion of our destinies awaits us, it behoves us meanwhile not to 
( i forget that Christianity was the first to put forward the word 
equality^ parent of liberty — that it was the first to deduce the 
rights of man from the inviolability of his nature — that it was 
the first to open a path to the relationship of the individual with 
humanity, containing in its doctrine of human brotherhood the 
germ of a principle, of a law of association,'*'' 

To these thoughts written in 1 832, succeeding years, and espe- 
cially the two last, have added a solemn confirmation. A Pope 
arose, by his tendencies, his progressive instincts and his love of 
popularity, an exception to the Popes of later times ; to whom 
Providence, as if to teach mankind the absolute powerlessness of 
the institution, opened, in the love and in the illusions of the 
people, the path to a new life. So great is the fascination exer- 
cised by great memories — so great is the power of ancient customs 
— so feverish, in these multitudes who are said to be agitated by 
the breath of anarchy, is the desire for authority as the guide and 
sanction of their progress, that a word of pardon and tolerance 
from the Pope^s lips sufficed to gather round him, in an enthusiasm 
and intoxication of afiection, friends and enemies, believers and 
unbelievers, the ignorant and the men of thought. One long cry, 
the cry of millions ready to make themselves martyrs, or con- 
querors at his nod, saluted him as their father and benefactor, the 
regenerator of the Catholic faith and of humanity. The experi- 
ence of three ages, and the inexorable logic of ideas, were at once 
forgotten ; writers powerful by their intellect and doctrines, until 
then dreaded as adversaries, employed themselves in founding 
around that One man systems destined to prepare for him the 
way to a splendid initiative. The many advocates of liberty of 
conscience, weary of the spectacle of anarchy revealed by the 
Protestant sects, remained in doubt. The few believers in the 
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future church remained silent and thoughtful. It might be that 
history had decided too rashly^ it might be amongst the secrets of 
Providence that an institution, which had for ten centuries at 
least given life and movement to Europe, should rise, again, recon- 
ciled with the life and movement of humanity, from its own 
tomb. The minds of the whole civilized world hung, troubled 
and excited, upon the word which was to issue from the Vatican. 

And where now is Pius IX ? 

In the camp of the enemy : irrevocably disjoined from the pro- 
gressive destinies of humanity ; irrevocably adverse to the desires 
— to the aspirations which agitate his people and the people of 
believers. The experiment is complete. The abyss between 
Papacy and the world is hollowed out. No earthly power can 
fill it up. 

Impelled by the impulses of his heart to seek for popularity and 
affection, but drawn on by the all-powerful logic of the principle 
that he represents, to the severity of absolute dictatorship ; 
seduced by the universal movement of men's minds, by living 
examples in other countries, by the spirit of the age, to feel, to 
understand the sacred words of progress, of people, of free bro- 
therhood, but incapable of making himself their interpreter ; 
fearful of the consequences, and trembling like one who feels him- 
self insecure, lest he should see the people, raised to a new consci- 
ousness of its own faculties and of its own rights, question the 
authority of the pontificate — Pius IX. vacillated contemptibly 
between the two paths presented to him, muttered words of eman- 
cipation, which he neither knew how nor intended to make good, 
and promises of country and independence to Italy which his 
followers betrayed by conspiring with Austria. Then, struck with 
sudden terror, he fled before the multitudes who cried aloud to 
him courage ; he sheltered himself under the protection of a 
Prince whom he despised — the executioner of his subjects; he 
imbibed his tendencies, and in order to revenge himself for the 
quiet with which Eome, provoked in vain to a civil war, was 
organising a new government, he solicited foreign aid ; and he, 
who had, from a horror of bloodshed, shortly before endeavoured 
to withdraw Eoman assistance from the Lombard struggle, agreed 
that French, Austrian, Neapolitan, and Spanish bayonets should 
rebuild his throne. He now wanders amidst the fallacies of secret 
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protocols, the servant of his protectors, the servant of all except 
of duty and of the wish of those who hoped in him, turning to 
the frontiers of Rome, and yet not expecting to re-enter there, 
and as if kept back by the phantoms of the slain The Louis 
XVI. of Papacy, he has destroyed it for ever. The cannon ball 
of his allies discharged against the Vatican, gave the last blow to 
the institution. 

Whilst these things were happening, a Prince was pursuing in 
the north of our peninsula a similar course, accompanied by the 
same hopes, by the same illusions and delusions of the peoples. 
He was saluted by the title of the Sword of Italy, The choicest 
spirits from all parts pointed out to him Austria and the Alps, and 
suspended, in order to make the last trial of monarchy, the pro- 
pagandism of their most cherished ideas. He was preceded by 
the encouragement of all Europe, and followed by a numerous 
and valiant armv. Where died Charles Albert ? 

Thus has providence shown to our people, desirous of the right, 
but lukewarm in faith and too credulous in the illusions of the 
old world, the powerlessness of monarchy to ensure the safety of 
Italy, and the irreconcilability of Papacy with the free progress of 
humanity. The dualism of the "middle ages is henceforward a 
mere form without life or soul : the Guelph and Ghibelline insignia 
are now those of the tomb. Neither Pope, nor King ! God and 
the people only shall henceforth disclose to us the regions of the 
future. 

The Spirit of God descends now upon the multitudes: indivi- 
duals privileged in intellect and heart, collect, eliminate, and 
express the results of popular inspiration — hence their power of 
initiation ; they do not create or destroy. To the dogma of abso- 
lute immutable authority concentrated in an individual, or in a 
determined power, is being substituted that of the progressive 
authority of the people, the collective and lasting interpreter of 
the law of God. 

And this principle saluted by the people as the highest power 
in the sphere of political life, by the name of Constituent Assem- 
bly, will have its inevitable application in the sphere of religious 
life ; and this application will be named the Council. 

Life is single. You cannot so arrange its different manifesta- 
tions that they can remain independent, or find contradictory 
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expressions, without introducing anarchy. You cannot say to 
the people, thou art half free and half enslaved ; social life is 
thine, religious life belongs to others. You cannot dismember 
the soul. Liberty is the gift of God, who rules over, blesses, and 
renders fruitful all the faculties of man, his creature. 

And the Pope knows it ; he knows he can only reign in Rome 
as a despot. The political concessions that he will make will be 
de facto only, not de jure ; and his creatures will withdraw them 
the day after. Who thinks diflferently deceives himself. Govern- 
ments often hasten their fate by suicide ; but ever unconsciously. 

And we know it well. Upon Pope and upon King, by the slow 
but inevitable providential education of the human race, and in 
the name of the inviolability of mind, weighs an equal condem- 
nation. 

The question between the temporal and spiritual power is mis- 
understood by many ; and it is important to reduce it to its true 
signification. If it meant anything but a protest against the 
principle of absolute authority represented by the Pope, if it 
desired to furnish a positive organic foundation to society — it 
would tend to withdraw the earth and man from religion. 

Religion and politics are inseparable. Without religion political 
science can only create despotism or anarchy. We desire neither 
the one nor the other. For us, life is an educational problem, 
society the medium of developing it, and of reducing it to action. 
Religion is the highest educational principle; politics are the 
application of that principle to the various manifestations of 
human existence. The ideal remains in God : society should be so 
arranged as to approach to it as nearly as it is possible upon earth. 
Worshippers all of God, we should seek to conform our acts to his 
law. Thought is the spirit ; its translation into action, into 
visible external works, is the social fact. To pretend then to 
separate entirely, and for ever, earthly things from those of 
heaven, the temporal from the spiritual, is neither moral, logical, 
or possible. But when the power representing a religious prin- 
ciple no longer possesses or inspires faith — when, by ages of error, 
and by the progress of the people, all living communion has 
ceased between that power and humanity — when it has no longer 
in itself any initiative power, but only the strength of resistance^ 
the first form assumed by dissent is that of protest and of sepa- 
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ration. Society, before decreeing the final condemnation of that 
power, and of the principle upon which it is supported, separates 
it from its own movement, isolating it in a sphere of inaction, 
where opinion can judge it fearlessly and dispassionately. Then 
is raised the cry that calls for the separation of the temporal from 
the spiritual ; and that cry for those who understand the secret 
instincts of the people, means : — 

" Your mission is fulfilled ; withdraw. Our life, our progress 
spring no longer from you. The principle which you represent is 
not ours. We no longer believe in you. In our hearts, a purer, 
a more embracing, a more efficacious religious conception is fer- 
menting, which is not yours. And since you either will not or 
cannot accept it, remain alone. A solemn memorial of the past 
which will never return, you are now no more but an idol, a form 
without life or soul. God and religion remain with us ; with us 
who feel ourselves better than you, and more capable of guiding 
ourselves through the paths of our earthly country, which should 
be for us a step towards heaven, a field for exertion in the mission 
of the fraternal education of humanity."" 

And when, conscious or unconscious of its own mission, the 
Roman Assembly, raising in front of the Vatican the symbol of 
popular majesty, and writing thereupon the new formula of the 
religious bond to believers, the sacred words, God and the people^ 
— declared that the temporal power of the Pope had fallen, by 
right and in fact, that decree proclaimed : — 

" Society exiles you, Pope, from its bosom. Between us, by 
virtue of your proved impotence, ceases all communion of aflfec- 
tion, of works, of aspiration. You ought to have guided us : but 
whilst our souls, irradiated with new light, foresee a vaster ideaU 
and our brows sweat blood in clearing the obstacles in our way, 
you, trembling, dazzled, murmur forth to humanity old formulas 
of the middle ages from which all virtue was extracted ages ago ; 
old doctrines of blind resignation to evils that we can overcome 
and which the Christianas prayer invites us to conquer — imploring 
that thy kingdom, come on earthy as it is in heaven. What pro- 
gress have we accomplished through you, for many ages ? What 
victims have you taught us to save ? To what classes of sufferers, 
in mind or in body, have we, through your agency, extended a 
brother's hand, and said, sit with us at the table of equals : r^oice 
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with us in the communion of souls, because for thee also Christ 
has given his blood ? A people arose in the name of the Cross 
against the oppression, of the Crescent, and whilst men, considered 
by you as unbelievers, ran from all parts, rehaptized to the faith 
in hope to conquer or die for that sign, you found not for that 
people a single word of comfort or benediction ! Another people, 
dear to the church for its faith, and for the long and bloody sacri- 
fices which it has made for her sake, raised in the name of its 
violated temples, of its destroyed liberties, of its abolished tradi- 
tions, that national standard, which once arrested the invading 
Mahometan under the walls of Vienna, and you blessed its 
executioner ! And we, thrilling with the lofty idea of love, of 
equality, of liberty, we arose saying : We will make of Italy an 
altar upon which with joined hands we will pronounce the third 
word of life for humanity; and we exclaimed; — Father bless 
and guide us ; but you, lost to all understanding of the mission 
of humanity and of the providential scheme, by a prostitution for 
ages with the princes of Ihe earth, distrustful of yourself, of us, 
of the world, and of Providence itself, stopped short, terrified. 
You could do nothing but lament and curse. The energy of 
faith, the power of sacrifice ; the word that consoles and animates, 
are no longer yours. Our followers die for their faith, you for 
yours — flee." 

The belief in absolute authority embodied, by the election of the 
few, or by the chance of birth, in an individual, is for ever extin- 
guished in Europe. Belief in Papacy is then extinct. The revolt 
of the human mind against divine right applied to princely power, 
inevitably ascends to the Pope, who protects those principles by 
his word and by his consecration. Papacy, like monarchy, is a 
corpse. The corruption which is generated around both institu- 
tions is only the consequence of their internal decay. 

National sovereignty is the remedy universally accepted for pre- 
serving society from the total absence of authority, from anarchy. 
The sovereignty of the church — and by the church we understand 
the people of believers — must preserve society from the absence of 
all religious principle and authority. 

Constituent Assembly and Coimcil : these are the prince and the 
pope of the future. Those mistaken men who persist in upholding 
monarchy by sophisms, expedients and false doctrines, will not 
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save it : they condemn society for a few more years to civil war, 
amidst illusions, delusions, conspiracies, and violent reaction. 
Those mistaken men who persist in upholding Papacy by sophisms, 
expedients, and false doctrines, will not save it : they condemn 
society to many more years of immorality, doubt, and materialism. 
Bury the dead ; join hands in loving act and thought, and go 
forward. God created us for life ; and do vou fear that he will 
not reveal himself to his creatures, when, assembled to interrogate 
themselves upon their own beliefs, and to study the ways of the 
future, they invoke his aid. 

Joseph Mazzini. 



ON THE ENOYCLICA OF POPE PIUS IX.* 

THOUGHTS ADDRESSED TO THE PRIESTS OF ITALY. 

I. 

The word of Pius IX. does not go forth from Rome. It would 
seem that he felt the impossibility of pronouncing his anathema 
upon liberty, his condemnation of the education of the human 
race, which is the continued tradition of the law and life of God 
upon earth, from the initiating city of two great epochs of progress 
to humanity ; from the city of eternal traditions, and of love. 
And this word, written by the side of the worst of the kings of 
Italy, is the word of a man who trembles and curses. The divorce 
between the world and him, between the people of believers, which 
is the true church, and the aristocracy which usurps its name, 
stands out in every syllable. Papacy has for many years lost 
the power to love or bless. It is now two years since Pius IX., 
moved by the grand spectacle of the resurrection of a people, pro- 
nounced a blessing upon Italy ; and that expression of love sounded 
so new and strange from the lips of a Pope, that all Europe ima- 
gined they saw a second era for Papacy, and pressed round the 
man who had pronounced the word, in an intoxication of enthu- 
siasm, unknown in the history of later times. To-day, the amende 
is paid to monarchy. By the anger of an offended prince, and of 
a pontfff whose tiara is endangered, by the aversion to every 
popular movement which it displays, by its ready calumnies 
against reformers, and by its impotent quarrels with the press, 
the Encyclica of December 8th resembles that of August 15th, 
1832, signed Gregory XVI. Restored, ''Sy the arms of the 
Catholic Power%^^ to the lordship of the Roman States, Pius IX. 
acquits himself towards them, by intimating in the church's name, 
war to the peoples, to those who desire to ameliorate their fate, to 

♦ Given at Portici December 8th, 1849. 
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the press which enlightens them, to socialism and comrmmism 
which he confounds in one, although the first philosophically con- 
tradicts the second. The Encyclica is an act, 'not of Beligious 
Initiative^ but of Political Resistance: resistance as evidently 
dictated by the influence of foreign princes, as the words commu- 
nism and socialism, which so frequently recur in it, are really 
unknown to the masses in Italy, and have never been invoked by 
the men of the nationial party. 

Pass by the indignities dealt out by the Encyclica against' men 
whose opinions the Pope approved and encouraged two years ago ; 
pass by the accusations of irreligion and of protestantism cast with 
evident bad faith, against writers who have in all their works com- 
batted the materialism of the eighteenth century, against soldiers 
who have fought the battles of their country with the cross upon 
their breasts, and the name of Pius IX. upon their lips ; — pass by 
the paltry accusations of ferocity, of pillage, of spoliation against 
chiefs who held power for many months without pronouncing a 
single sentence of death, and who resumed their life of exile poorer 
than before ; — and pass by the cowardly inexplicable insult which 
shame forbids us to repeat, against the noblest of Italian women, 
the sisters of charity of new-born Italy, uttered by him who 
declares, with impudent falsehood, that the priests .were sent away 
from the bedsides of our wounded, whilst, but yesterday, imme^ 
diately after the entrance of the French in Rome, he himself con- 
demned to an imprisonment, which still endures, those very priests, 
as guilty of having assisted these pious women in their sacred 
work, and of having blessed in the hospitals the martyrs of liberty. 
The base falsehoods of bought journalists sound too sadly from 
the lips of him who represents an institution for many ages great 
and powerful, for us to condescend to refute them. What is im- 
portant for the world in this document is, a theory of authority, 
and a doctrine upon the evils of poverty and ignorance whkli 
afflict the great part of the people in Italy and elsewhere. Both 
of them deny God, the word of Christ and Humanity. 

II. 

Be not deceived, The words communism and socialism^ againi^ 
which all the papal indignation seems directed, only represent in 
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the Encyclica an oratorical artifice, to conciliate the timid and 
badly informed, to whom those words are synonymous with 
anarchy, arbitrary division of the soil, abolition of property and 
worse ; they stand in place of the scape-goats upon which were 
heaped all the iniquities of Israel. But Israel is the revolutionary 
party without exception, the National party, which says to the 
Italians : Y(m are not a people lorn to be slaves of the crozier or the 
Austrian baton ; you are twenty-six millions of men created free, 
equals brothers^ sons of God, a/nd servants only to his law, God and 
THE People is the formula against which the Encyclica is directed. 
The Pope knows, or ought to know, that communism, unknown in 
Italy, and opposed by most Republicans, is considered by us as an 
anti -progressive idea, hostile to human liberty, and practically 
impossible — that socialism, an aspiration rather than a system, 
only means a desire to substitute progressive association, which is 
the logical consequence of the brotherhood taught by Christ, for 
the unbridled anarchy of individual rights ^and privileges which 
BOW clash with one another ; he knows, or ought to know, that 
•the source of every movement in Italy is the necessity universally 
felt of becoming a Nation, a nation free and great, conscious of the^ 
duties which bind it to the human family, and capable of fulfilling 
them. Although he dares not openly attack the Italian symbol, 
and evokes phantoms which concern not us, in order to combat it 
more advantageously, his aversion to all change, to all popular 
progress, to every emancipating tendency, is not the less evident. 
He reproaches the promoters of these changes " with deluding the 
working-people and the men of the lower classes with hopes of a 
happier fate ;'' he fears that the people "stupified by vice and long 
license" may easily fall into the snare : he recommends the bishops 
to preach that "by an immutable law of nature some must be 
superior to others, not only in gifts of mind and body, but also in 
those of riches,'^ he charitably menaces eternal punishment to 
those unfortunates who allow themselves to be seduced by our 
promises ; and finally, he puts forth a theory on the inevitable 
necessity of poverty, founded partly upon the formulas of Guizot 
and the doctrinaires of France, partly upon isolated texts from the 
gospel, perverted or misunderstood. 

The theory is this :— 

" The poor exist through causes which neither can nor ought to 

c 2 
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be changed. But the Catholic religion preaches charity to the rich, 
which will obtain for them treasures of grace and eternal rewards 
from God. The poor may thank Providence that it opens to 
them, provided only that they peacefully and cheerfully submit to 
their misery, an easier path to heaven ; where alone the equitable 
judgment of God will be accomplished for them/' 

And to this theory is joined another upon authority. "All 
authority comes from God. Every government de facto is govern- 
ment dejure. Obey then, or if you resist, be damned." 

In other words, and summing up the two theories in one, earth 
and heaven constitute a perpetual antagonism. Right, equity, 
truth, reign in heaven ; fact, force, inevitable evil, upon earth. 
Two races of men exist : the race of the rich and powerful, the 
race of the poor and enslaved. The poor exist for the benefit of 
the rich, in order that the latter may the more easily win heaven, 
by exercising the virtue of charity — slaves in order that their 
masters may govern in the spirit of mercy and love. Where they 
do not so, God will bestow punishments and compensations in 
heaven. But every effort to ameliorate the earthly condition q( 
the poor and enslaved race, is a sin. This is the religious doctrine 
taught by the church of the Pope to humanity, in-the nineteenth 
century. And it teaches it in the name of the gospel of Christ, 
and by the side of these words : '^ Thy will be done on eabth as 
IT IS IN HEAVEN," coutaiued in the only prayer which Jesus taught 
to believers ; by the side of thii^ -command ; " Thou shalt worship 
THE Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve ;"* by the 
side of this prophetic aspiration, " That all may be one ; as 

THOU, FATHER, ART IN ME, AND 1 IN THEB."t 

III. 

No ; it is not true that there exists antagonism or separation 
between heaven and earth. No ; it is not true, that whilst truth 
and the justice of God reign in heaven, submission to fact, rever^ 
ence to brute-force is the terrestrial law. No ; it is not true that 
the salvation of the human creature is accomplished here below, as 
in a place of expiation, by virtue of resignation and indifference. 
The earth is of God. The earth upon which Jesus, and after him, 

* Matthew iv. 10. t John xvU. 21. 
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the holy martyrs of humanity, have shed their tears and blood, is 
the altar upon which we ought to offer sacrifice to God ;-^the soul 
is the priest, and our works are the incense which rises to heaven 
and propitiates our heavenly Father. The earth is a ladder to 
heaven, and in order that we may be worthy to mount it, our whole 
life should be a hymn to God. The only place given to us for bear- 
ing testimony to our faith, the only arena of trial granted to the 
free creature wherein to furnish the materials for God"*s judgment, 
this earth ought, by our efforts, to be transformed, ameliorated, and 
purified ; and as we are made in the image of God it should be 
I'endered more and more the image of the kingdom of heaven^ of the 
ideal which God has given us, which Jesus foretold to us ; and of 
the splendour of which our conscience, from epoch to epoch, gains 
a glimpse. The law is one ; and humanity ought to fulfil each 
syllable of it. The soul's salvation, the progress through the infi- 
nite of the individual being, the development of the principle of 
life that God has placed in each of us, depends upon our activity, 
upon our struggles, upon the sacrifices cheerfully made, in order 
that the law may be fulfilled, upon earth. God in judging us will 
not ask, '* What hast thou done for thy soul 2 — but, " What 
hast thou done for the souls of others, for the sister souls which 
I have given thee?" For those who admit the wnity of God, 
and the consequent unity of the human family, it is one of the 
truths of faith that we are all pledges for one another. We 
cannot abandon our companions in life to the woes of ignorance 
and servitude, without being condemned as traitors to the law, to 
our mission, to the souls confided to our care. The curse of Cain 
is upon him who does not feel himself the guardian of his brother. 
We ought to elevate ourselves, by elevating our brothers, to purify 
ourselves, by disclosing to them the way to eternal truth and 
beauty. Every good thought and desire that we do not endeavour, 
come what may, to translate into action, is a sin. The thoughts 
of God manifest themselves in his works ; and we should imitate 
him from afar. 

It is not true that two races exist upon earth, that the human 
family must be fatally divided into two; that the poverty of some 
is necessary to the salvation of others, that the master finds, as it 
were, his complement in the slave. Before God there are neither 
masters, nor servants, neither rich nor poor, neither patricians nor 
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plebeians. And that which is not good before God, cannot be good 
before men. ^We are all free because we are all accountable for 
our works, because we are all capable of progress and born to 
labour. Every inequality which destroys our liberty, fetters our 
capability of progress, enthrones idleness, or degrades or tyrannises 
over labour, is not of God ; it is of evil ; and God only tolerates 
evil upon earth in order that, by combatting it, we may find 
favour in his eyes. We shall not be able absolutely to destroy it 
here below, because the human b^ing must be perfected, and his 
complete development accomplished elsewhere ; but we must wage 
eternal war against it, to diminish continually its dominion. The 
opposite faith, under whatever name disguised, is a Manichsean 
faith. Fatal inequalities of condition and of classes do not exist 
in nature ; and whoever, let him be Pope or who he may, sustains 
the contrary proposition, denies God, Christ, and Human Unity, 
to bow before that barbarous and peculiar doctrine of original sin, 
which was transmitted from the Indian faith to the last times 
of Paganism, and th«nce to some of the Catholic divines of the 
thirteenth century. Inequalities having their source in social 
forms, exist in fact in the very elements wherein the life of the 
individual is developed ; and we ought to labour to change these 
forms, to transform that element, which is susceptible of eternal 
modification, in the name of God, in the name of the war against 
evil, sin, and its consequences commanded by him. The physical 
world, the workshop of humanity, was not given to the few — it 
was given to labour. Material instruments, neither good nor bad 
in themselves, but instruments of good or evil according to the 
individual or collective end to which they are directed, belong to 
all those who work ; and they will be more and more beneficially 
and religiously distributed, in proportion as the increasing educa- 
tion of the human race will teach the many how best to apply 
them to good. Nor will the law be humanly fulfilled whilst a 
single poor man, deprived of work and of the fruits due to labour, 
and abandoned to the alms of the rich, gives the lie to the tra- 
dition of the gift of the earth made by God to humanity in the 
person of the first Adam, and to that idea of fraternal commtmion 
contained in the daily repeated words of our religion, " in order 
that we may he all one.'''' 
And it is not true that every power comes from God ; it is not 
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true that ever j /act brings with it a right ; it is not true that we 
owe submission and passive obedience to a government, whatever 
it may be. In the name of t^Je inviolability of our immortal 
souls, the offspring of God, we pronounce this doctrine to be false, 
immoral and atheistical ; and that whoever professes it is an 
apostate from every true faith. The sovereign power is in God 
alone ; and the sign of legitimate power upon earth is to be 
sought for in the interpretation of his law. Its born interpreters 
are those men who are superior to others by their genius and 
virtue, by their spirit of love and of self-sacrifice. The best judge 
of their labours is the people. Three times holy is God ; but the 
idol, the image, is not holy. Holy is authority ; but the phantom 
of authority is not holy. Holy is the church ; but not an impos- 
ture which calls itself a church. The thesis of Gregory VII. is 
true — the application was false. Power is one : the law of the 
Spirit — religion, governs from on high; its interpreters, the 
temporal powers, reduce it to action. But the law of the spirit 
promotes, embraces, and directs all the manifestations of hum^n 
progress. Where that power ceases to initiate and guide,' there 
is no religion, but the mask of religion ; and to Gregory VII., 
who substituted the sign of an epoch to the idea, and constituted 
not the best interpreter as Pope, but the Pope, whoever he 
might be as interpreter of the law ; humanity now replies, God 
IS God, and the People is his Prophet. God shines at the 
summit of the social pyramid ; the people studies, receives, and 
interprets his will at the base. Wherever founded upon other 
principles, power unconsciously or deliberately violates the divine 
law of love, of liberty, of equality, of fraternal association, of 
general education — there is evil, and it must be combatted. And 
whoever neglects to do so, through egotism or inertia, is guilty. 
Who serves evil, abandons the cause of God, the only Lord. 
And who is not for him is against him. 

Religion is the supporter and teacher of these principles, or it 
is not religion. * A powerless bond, a dead letter^ and not an ini- 
tiator of life, corpse-like it lies, repudiated by the conscience of the 
people, and reduced to strengthen itself by foreign arms, not by 
the power of martyrdom or of the word. 
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IV. 

And the martyrdom and word of Christ are not in opposition 
to our principles. Has not Jesus told us that we are all brothers 
and children of God ? Did not he come to destroy castes and the 
inequalities of nature admitted by Pasjanism ? Did he not say 
that he died to rescue, to emancipate us from the consequences of 
the first sin ? Did he not teach us that we ought to form on 
earth one holy unity in God and in love ? Did he not announce 
that the human family should form but one flock, and should have 
but one shepherd, the interpreted law of God I Did he not sanc- 
tion f he principle of transmission according to the spirit, according 
to works, as opposed to that of transmission according to the fl.esh, 
according to the privilege of caste and of birth ? Did he not 
enjoin upon us that, in the brotherly emulation in good works to 
which he exhorted his followers, he only should be deemed the 
first amongst us who knew how to be the last, and how best 
to devote himself to the common work with an ardent and self- 
sacrificing zeal ? Does not every syllable of the gospel breathe 
that spirit of liberty, of equality, of war to evil, to injustice and 
to falsehood, which informs our zeal I 

Liberty and equality in heaven, but not, you say, on earth. 
No ; this absurd distinction is not in the gospel ; and believers 
were not taught to despise this earth, until the Church gave itself 
to Caesar^ until its visible head, then himself made a prince, 
became so enamoured of the earth as to desire the possession of a 
portion of it, even at the price of the blood of his brethren. Earth 
and heaven are continually brought together in the sacred volume, 
and the earth is always looked upon there as a place, not of expia- 
tion, but of preparation for heaven — as a battle-field for the edu- 
cation of humanity against the powers of evil and egotism which 
enslave and mislead it. Let us leave the discussion of a few 
isolated passages, misunderstood because taken separately. There 
is the '* Begnvm meum non est de hoe mwado^^ (My kingdom is 
not of this world) ; but we know that the expression was incor- 
rectly translated in the vulgate or Latin version of the scriptures, 
and that the text, decisive in our favour, says : Begnum meum non 
est NUNC de hoc mundo^ (My kingdom is not now of this world). 
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There is also the text : Render unto Cwsar that which is Ccesars ; 
a passage which is not a doctrinal one nor containing any rule for 
the future, but in which Jesus by a simple exposition of a fact 
then existins^, and which, could only be changed by his martyrdom, 
by the fulfilment of his mission,* avoided the snare which the 
Pharisees had laid for him. But the whole, the spirit of the 
gospel, and the life of Jesus bear witness in favour of our doctrine. 
The miracles agree with the teaching, in destroying the antagonism 
between the things of the earth and those of heaven. Jesus heals 
souls and bodies ; he prays to God for the daily bread of his 
brethren, as he asks for the virtues of the soul ; he teaches 
equality, love, unity in brotherhood ; and he enjoins his disciples 
to act conformably to this instruction, and to spread the laW of 
heaven over all the earth. He announced to the apostles earthly 
persecutions, and heavenly triumphs for the few who fell victims 
to their zeal ; but he promises earthly triumphs to the many who 
shall see fructify around them the seed of martyrdom. " Blessed 
are they that mourns he says in the sermon on the mount,-f- "/or 
they shall he comforted. Blessed are the meek ; for they shall inherit 
the earth . Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness'' sake^ 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven,'* Combat, work, and transform 
the earth ; make it yours ; but if persecution meets you half way, 
and prevents you from seeing the fulfilment of your mission, 
console yourselves : they may rob you of earth, but not of heaven. 
The whole of this sublime discourse inculcates upon believers the 
necessity of an active devotion in seeking to embody faith upon 
the earth and in the earth, and in combatting the inertia and 
cowardice which might invade their souls. '* Ye are the light of 
the worlds a city that is set on an hill cannot he hid. Neither do 
men light a candle^ and put it wnder a bushel^ but on a candle^ 
stick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let 
your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 

• " The hour is come that the Son of man should be glorified. Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, Except a com of wheat fall into the ground and 
die, it abideth alone : but' if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit." — John xiL 
23, 24. 

" Now is the judgment of this world : now shall the prince of this world 
be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto 
me." — John xii. 31, 32. 

t Matthew v. 4, 5, 10. 
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works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. Think not 
that I am come to destroy the law, or tiie Prophets : I am 
not come to destroy but to fulfil. For verily I say unto 
you, till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no 
wise pass from the law till all be fulfilled,''''* And l^e adds at the 
end, as if fearing not to be understood, " Ye shall know them by 
their fruits. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 
down and cast into the fire. Not every one that saith unto 
m,e, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he 
that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. And every 
one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, 
shall be likened unto afooUsh man which built his house upon 
the sand."""!- 

And Jesus having come down from the mount, exemplified the 
thought which he had developed in the sermon, by healing the 
sick man afflicted with leprosy. 

'* Seek ye the kingdom of Ood, and all these things shaU he 
added unto you,''''X 

The whole doctrine of the gospel is summed up in this text ; 
the su)i)eriority of mind over matter, of the idea over Hiefact^ of 
belief over temporal authority, the search after moral perfection 
over that of material good. And this also is our doctrine, God 
first, then the people, and the people interpreter of God's law. 
Material wealth, as we have said, is an instrument of good, if it is 
applied to the advantage of all — an instrument of evil, if applied 
to an egotistical end ; it ought to be distributed according to the 
works and the moral education of men. 

And in order to organise this predominance of mind over matter, 
of the idea over the form — in order to furnish a governing prin- 
ciple for the education of men, Jesus sanctioned a theory of autho- 
rity, founded upon works and not upon privilege ; a theory that 
disavows the abject doctrine of absolute submission taught by the 
Pope, and gives believers a rule for judging whether an authority 
be legitimate or not, whether it be derived from God or violates 
his law. 

*' Ye know that the princes of the Oentiles exercise dominion 

• Matthew v. 14—18. t Matthew vii. 16, 19, 21, 26. 

X Matthew vi. 33. 
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over them* — this is the exposition of the fdct; now follows the 
right : But it shall not be so among you : but whosoever will be 
great among you let him be your minister ; and whosoever will 
be chief among you let him be your servant ; Even as the Son of 
man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give 
his life a ransom for many^* 

Such is the law of Christ ; and to the Pope who has forgotten 
it, we recall this warning : " Bv4; whosoever shall deny me before 
men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.*'*'^ 
Let the lukewarm who know this law, but who from idleness or 
love of the semblance of peace dare not profess it, remember this 
declaration, " Think not that I am come to send peace on earth ; 
I came not to send peace, but a sword. He that loveth father or 
mother more than me is not worthy of me : and he that loveth son 
or daughter more than me is not worthy of me/'f 

And the apostles of him, who when near death, said " / Jiave 
overcome the world ;'^''§ and who, having risen, declared: ^^ All 
power is given unto me in heaven and in ear^A," || understood 
their mission. In joining together in their preachings the body 
and the spirit — " Olorify Ood in your body amd in your spirit, 
which are God's^"^ — in declaring that the work of transformation 
committed to them embraced both heaven and earth, they boldly 
called upon believers to combat any authority that should oppose 
itself to the fulfilment of the law. And after saying that the 
mystery of the divine will was, " that in the dispensation of the 
fulness of times, he might gather together in one all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earthf'"*'"' — 
after having pronounced these sublime words : ** There is one 
body and one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God 
and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, a/nd m you 
aU ;"ff — ^the Apostle Paul breaks forth into a holy hymn of war 
against the powerful, and of encouragement to the militant church, 
which sound like a bitter reproach to our degenerate priests :— 

• Matthew xx. 25-28. The first verse is even more explicit in the Oospei 
of St. Mark : " Yeknow that they which are accounted to riUe over the GeU' 
fife*."— Mark x. 42. 

t Matthew x. 33. t Idem, 34-37. 

§ John xvi. 33. || Matt, xxviii. 18. 

IT 1 Cor. vi. 20. •• Eph. i. 10. ft Eph. iv. 4-6. 
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" Finally, my brethren, he strong in the Lord, and in the power of 
his might Put on the tuhole armour of God, that ye may he able 
to stand against the wiles of the devil For we wrestle not against 
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against 
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wicked' 
ness in high places. Stand, therefore, having your loins girt 
about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness ; 
And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace ; 

Above all, taking the shield of faith and take 

the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God,''''* 

" Although^''* says Pius in the Encyclica, " the arms of nations 
have restored Rome unto me, — although the tumults of war (the 
battles of independence !) have disappeared even in the other 
parts of Italy, the wicked ones desist not ! " Desist ! No, never. 
In the name of Jesus and of St. Paul, in the name of all com- 
batants in the cause of truth and justice, we will persist. May 
remorse and shame haunt him who fails through fear of poverty, 
through deceptions or persecutions. Ours is the cause of God. 
The walls and stones of Rome may, through the power of foreign 
arms, be yours for a time, but the soul of Rome is with us. The 
thought of Rome is ours. The holy ark of our faith, and seed 
of a certain future, we bear it with us and preserve it intact in 
exile, as the first Christians bore with them the thought of Jesas 
now betrayed by you, into the silence of catacombs and prisons. 
But it shall shine again from Rome over the world, crowned with 
the light of a victory, which cannot long be disputed either by 
your Encyclicas, or by the profane arms which you have invoked. 

Religion is no longer in your camp ; she is in ours. Through 
you, through- the hopeless war that you raise up against the 
thought of God, and through the culpable inertia of men who call 
themselves priests without fulfilling a single duty of their calling, 
the world given up to the darkness of doubt and hatred, is now 
led astray by false systems ; more powerful, however, than your 
word, because they point dimly to the future, whilst you are en- 
deavouring to bind humanity, impelled onward by the Divine 
breath, to the corpse of a past extinct for ever. 

* Eph. vi. 10, et seq. 
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V. 

Priests of Italy, our words are grave. As you value the sal- 
vation of the world, and your faith, give ear unto us. We could 
— one of yourselves has confessed it,^ and may it be a proof of 
the spirit in which we address you — conquer without you ; but 
we do not wish : Are you not our brothers? Are you not bom, 
you also, on this Italian soil that we are endeavouring to sanctify 
in love and faith ? Are you not sons of this people, now filled 
with anger and mistrust, and that we would fain unite in a single 
family ? We attempt no arts of seduction or terror with you ; 
we do not persecute our adversaries with calumnies ; we do not 
exhort you to refrain from reading their books, or from listening 
to their discourses. We ask from you but one thing : listen also 
to us. Or better still, hearken to the voice of humanity which 
God has confided to your care : between humanity and the Pope 
place the opened gospel ; then, freed from hatred and blind sub- 
mission, examine your consciences and judge. Our appeal to you 
is truthful; men, and prone to err, we may sin through ignorance; 
bat not through hypocrisy. We have the boldness of truth ; the 
Pope knows this, and for this he fears us. He who addresses you 
in the name of his brothers, can say to you : Examine my life — 
you will not he able to find therein a single act which contradicts 
the faith I inculcate : examine all that I have toritten during the 
last twenty years ; you will not he ahle to find therein a single line 
breathing irreligion or materialism. As the interpreter of many 
of my brethren, I declared from the time that my mind opened to 
the Italian thought, that a separation had long existed between 
the religious and the political idea, between the church and 
humanity ; — ^that this separation was fatal ; that without a faith 
no good thing was possible — neither a society of brethren, nor a 
true and peaceful liberty, nor a country, nor any efficacious trans- 
formation of the corrupt element in which we live ; — that it was 
necessary at every cost to reunite "earth to heaven, our earthly 
life to the conception of eternal life, man to God, his father and 
teacher. And now I add, that the hour is at hand, that the time 

* The Father Ventura, 
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is ripe, that materialism is conquered, that the want of religious 
life is universally felt, and that through you alone, through your 
obstinacy in upholding a fallen edifice, in supporting the church, 
though adverse to the inevitable progress of humanity, men are 
liying in doubt, religion is exiled from their souls, and in spite of 
all we can do, times of discord and works of blood are being pre- 
pared, for which you will be responsible before God oni men. 

In the name of God, and for the love of our country, we adc 
you : Are you Christians ? Do you comprehend the gospel ? Do 
you regard the word of Jesus as a dead letter, or do you worship 
its spirit ? Between the spirit of the gospel and the word of the 
Pope, are you obstinately resolved upon choosing the latter, with- 
out examination, without an appeal to your consciences i Are 
you believers or idolaters I 

In the first lines of the gospel, the evil spirit offers Jesus domi- 
nion over the kingdoms and principalities of the earth, provided 
that he will serve him and betray his mission : Jesus, despising 
him, refuses. When you see the heads of your hierarchy leaguing 
with princes, cursing the people for them, and shedding its blood 
in order to preserve for themselves a portion of Italian land, does 
that page of the gospel never recur to your minds I In another 
page, Jesus, the gentlest, meekest, and most loving spirit that has 
descended upon earth, armed himself with a scourge, and in the 
impulse of holy indignation, chased the traffickers from the 
temple. Do you never think of that page, my brothers ? Is the 
temple now free from buyers and sellers ? The Pharisees — the 
sectaries of the dead letter, — have ihej all disappeared ! Does 
the word of God shine pure and life-giving, as when it was spoken 
by Jesus? 

VI. 

Priests of Christ, look around. 

Why thrills the earth ? Whence this cry of struggling nations, 
that no force can reduce to peace and silence ? For how many days, 
since how many months, has that agitation given irrefutable proof 
of new wants, of new events. For more than sixty years, and it 
is yet increasing. Can you point to us a hearth, a central point 
whence this agitation commences t It breaks forth everywhere. 
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without any fixed centre, in distant lands, amongst peoples sepa- 
rated by race and habits, in Italy, in France, amongst the 
Sclavonians, at Pesth, at Vienna, from the extremity of Sicily to 
St. Petersburg : not a month passes without a movement, with- 
out an attempt at insurrection, not a day without intelligence 
from one part of Europe or another of a danger, or of a perse- 
cution. How many times has this agitation been repressed? 
Ten, twenty, fifty times : all the armies, the whole strength of 
old Europe, all the arts of diplomacy have leagued together to 
extinguish it^ and have appeared to do so : then, after a short 
time, it rises again more powerful than before. How many 
amongst the agitators have perished ? They are not to be counted. 
In every land they have fallen by hundreds upon the scaffold, by 
the axe ; by thousands upon the field of battle ; by thousands 
from want and hunger in exile. How died they? Almost all 
with a smile upon their lips, with proud disdain upon their brows, 
with the calm serenity which is given by the consciousness of a 
mission accomplished ; as martyrs die. 

And you call this uprising of the peoples an emevU f Can you 
believe that it is the work of a few factious individuals ? I say to 
you that it is the uprising of humanity, impelled by the touch of 
God'^s finger, prognosticating a new epoch — a providential epoch — 
before which you ought reverently to bow the Jbead, and ask the 
Father of men to enlighten you upon his designs, upon the new 
destinies that he is maturing for his sons, upon the character of 
the new transformation that he'is preparing for the human race. 

And what is the cry of the peoples excited to insurrection? 
Cpuntry, Liberty, Nation, Equality, God and the People, Pro- 
gress, Fraternal Association, Alliance ; holy and prophetic sounds 
of a new order of things, a complete translation of these words of 
Jesus, Omnes unum sinf^ (that all may be one.) Some, like Poland 
and Greece, rose with the cross upon their banner ; others, as 
Italy, in the name of the Pope, who now anathematises them. 
And the first rising was, with all, pure from vengeance, noble in 
its forgetfulness of injuries, holy in love, in enthusiasm and in 
faith. They, the victims, abolished the scaffold for their enemies. 
If the noble cause has been sullied by some isolated facts, they 
have occurred later, and have been instigated by cruel reactions, 
. and senseless resistance, and have been condemned by almost 
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universal consent. If from among the agitated multitades some 
cries of anarchy, or of subversive Utopias, burst forth, they are 
the cries of despairing men, a hundred times deceived and 
betrayed, a hundred times defrauded of their just demands^ by 
the inexorable will of a caste or of a king : and all these would 
die away on the day of victory. 

And what, oh ! priests of Italy, is the wish of our, of your 
country ? We desire to re-unite the twenty-six millions of men 
who people the land of Italy into a single family, under a single 
law, under the shadow of a single banner. We desire to con- 
tinue the tradition of our fathers, and to open to our sons a path 
upon which they will not meet exile, the gibbet or the baton of 
the Croat soldier. We desire that for the benefit of humanity, 
our intellect may be free, that our word may be free, and our 
work powerful. We desire not to worship falsehood, but truth ; 
we invoke an authority, but an authority founded upon the inter- 
pretation of the law, not upon an usurping and arbitrary will ; we 
seek guides and chiefs, but we seek them amongst the chosen in 
intellect and virtue, amongst the most devoted and the best ; we 
ask for the food of the soul, education for all ; the bread of the 
body, work for all ; that " thy will may he done^ Lordy on earth 
as it is in, heaven,"^"* 

To these demands have you no other reply than that contained 
in the Encyclica ? Do not your souls thrill with any other 
mission than that summed up by the Pope in the word resist f 

Resist the nation, humanity, the will of God ? You anre then 
irrevocably lost ! Religion is eternal ; the church of believers is 
eternal. But the regeneration of religion, the purification and 
transformation of the church, which with your aid would be 
peacefully and solemnly evolved, will cost humanity terrible 
struggles, and the tears and blood of many martyrs. God will 
descend upon the multitudes and upon you^ not as dew upon the 
fleece, but as a whirlwind, and surrounded by lightnings as in the 
bush of Sinai. 



VII. 

I open the gospel and I read : — 

'^ If ye love me keep my commandments ; and I will pray the 
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Father, and he shall give you another Comforter that he may 
ABIDE with you FOR EVER. Even the Spirit of Truth.* 

'* I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 
Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away : and 
every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring ~ 
forth more fruit.+ 

I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear 
them now. Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, he 
will guide you into all truth : for he shall not speak of himself; 

but WHATSOEVER HE SHALL HEAR THAT SHALL HE SPEAK : AND HE 
WILL SHEW YOU THINGS TO COME.'**! 

And I reflect : the church is struck with blindness, and your 
intellect, O priests of Jesus, is dead to the consciousness of the 
true life, if before the power of prophetic intuition contained 
in these words, before a religious programme which establishes 
the immense superiority of the faith of Christ over all the tradi- 
tions of the past — ^you can find no other words to inscribe upon 
your banner than the fatal one resist. The conscience of the 
progressive mission confided to religion — the presentiment of the 
successive purification of beliefs — the education given from epoch 
to epoch by God, to the human race, proportionately to the degree 
of its intellectual and moral development — reverence for the great 
religious tradition of humanity, all is in those passages ; to which 
the papal doctrine opposes an impious and absurd theory of immo- 
bility. The holy church of the future, the church of the free and 
equal, the church which shall bless every progress of the Spirit of 
Truth, and identify itself with the life of humanity, which shall 
have neither pope nor laity, but believers, all priests with diflFe- 
rent offices,§ is there foreseen and predicted. And on the trans- 
formation of the corrupt aristocratic church of to-day into this 
renewed popular church of the future depends, — I will not say the 
solution — that is not in the power of man — but the mode, more 
or less violent, more or less dangerous, of the solution of the 
religious question. Let priests ponder and prepare. We invoke 
their aid in the sacred work, but we cannot, because of their 
tardiness, cease our eflbrts or linger on the way. 

* John xiv. 16-17. t John xv. 1, 2. 

X John xvi. 12, 13. § 1 Cor. xii. 4, et seq. 

c 
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VIII. 

All sons of God and of the same redemption, we cannot betray our 
duty towards our brothers, because those who are the most bound 
to speak are silent through cowardice. Our brothers can only be 
redeemed from sloth by honouring labour and teaching its sacred- 
ness. Nor can the sacredness of labour be taught except by 
reforming a society founded upon privilege. Our brothers can 
only be redeemed from falsehood by destroying the public worship 
that is paid to it; nor can this be done without changing the 
nature of government which is now based upon falsehood, putting 
as guides for the people, not the best or wisest men, but the 
offspring of an hereditary monarchical race. Our brothers can only 
be redeemed from homicide by teaching the inviolability of life, 
the improvement and not the destruction of the guilty. Nor can 
this be taught where the executioner is an officer of the government, 
where legal killing is declared to be the support of the social 
edifice. The brotherheod of Christ cannot be founded where the 
ignorance, misery, aud servitude of some, and the science, riches, 
and domination of others prevent men from mutually esteeming 
and loving each other. Nor can these causes of inequality be 
effectually diminished without a national education being adminis- 
tered by society to all its members. Men's minds cannot be im- 
bued with the virtue of self-sacrifice, in a society where egotism is 
ever taught by present risk, where money is the sole foundation 
for the security and independence of individuals. Confidence can- 
not be efficaciously taught in a land furrowed by government spies, 
and sown at every step with offices of censure and prisons. The 
mission towards humanity confided by God to nations cannot be 
fulfilled where there is no nation, where the name of common 
country is proscribed, where the many governors hostile to each 
other, and all opposed to the free progress of the peoples, study to 
raise intellectual, moral, and physical barriers between brothers. 
Those artificial barriers are not to be overthrown without regain- 
ing to the people the citizen-soldiers, who, paid and corrupted by 
the princes, ar§ now devoted to their defence, without combatting 
and chasing beyond the Alps, the foreign soldiers placed there by 
^iuropean despotism. 
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Revolution is then, for us, a work of education, a religious 
mission. If we only had to sustain us in our struggles, the im- 
pulse of anger or of reaction, we should long since have been 
disheartened by doubt and wearied by delusions. If we only drew 
our inspiration from the love of power, we could, by sacrificing our 
convictions in part, have at once satisfied the low desire. As the 
church is hostile to the Spirit of Truth, and degenerated from its 
first institution, we are now the Militant Church of Precursors to 
the temple which shall be rebuilt, invoking the kingdom of God^ 
upon earth as it is in heaven. We are the Church of Precursors ; 
until the virtuous who feel the necessity of a true and living faith, 
as the uniter of all human efforts, and inspirer of all human 
faculties, having assembled in council, having interrogated pro- 
gress, having explored the evils^ and decreed the remedies for our 
state, shall lay the first stone of the Universal Church of 
Humanity. And then only, the world being conquered by his 
teaching, JesQS will be able to repeat to the Father with an in- 
effable smile : "I have manifested thy name unto the men which 
thou gavest me out ot the world; thine they were, and thou 
gavest them me ; and they have kept thy word."* 

IX. 

" The principle," we said, when we commenced the " Italia del 
Popolo," (the Italy of the People) '* proclaimed by the people as 
the highest authority in the sphere of political life, under the 
name of Constituent, will have its inevitable application in 
the sphere of religious life; and that application will be called 
Council '' 

National sovereignty is the remedy universally accepted for 
saving the country from the negation of all authority, from 
anarchy. Let the sovereignty of the church — and by the church 
we understand the people of believers — save society from the 
absence of all religious principle and authority. Constituent and 
Council ; these are the Prince and the Pope of the future. 

We again repeat these words to the priests of Italy, with a 
deep sense of affection and hope. May God enlighten them for 

* John xvii. 6. 
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the sake of the country and for the sake of the church ! May it 
awaken in them faith in works, holy hopes, the charity which 
transforms the languor of unbelieving souls into thcrftever of life ! 
May it reveal to them, so that they do not sin in mistrusting us, 
our intention and our mission ! The church is Csesar's, let them 
return it to God. The hierarchy is changed into a parasitical 
plaftit, consuming the life of an institution destined to enlarge and 
raise itself with humanity : let them uproot it, and let them 
renew the institution in 1^. . election and in the inspirations of 
the people. The word of^t^sus is destroyed, betrayed, sacrificed, 
to the falsehoods of. those who call themselves the princes of the 
earth : let them re-establish it in honour. Humanity thirsts 
after progress and faith ; after an. authority freely erected and 
obeyed ; and the Pope replies : immobility and passive obedience. 
To the Council, to the Council ! The church shall fiimish 
another answer. 

Joseph Mazzini. 
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